City of Rockville Report — Rockville Economic Development, Inc.
Board of Directors Meeting
January 23, 2025

January 6, 2025 Mayor and Council Meeting

Worksession on Amendments to the Lincoln Park Neighborhood Conservation District
and Consideration of Design Guidelines

The Mayor and Council conducted a work session for the proposed Lincoln Park Residential
Design Guidelines. After extensive discussion, the Mayor and Council decided not to proceed
with the design guidelines. Instead, staff was directed to prepare amendments to the Lincoln
Park Conservation District that focus on needed revisions to existing standards relative to
building footprint and height requirements. The amendments have been scheduled for possible
adoption at the Mayor and Council’s January 27" meeting.

Worksession on the Town Center Master Plan — Part Il

The Mayor and Council held their final work session on the draft Town Center Master Plan on
January 6. At this meeting, the Mayor and Council determined the boundaries of the newly
created "D-355 Corridor" character area, which is envisioned to be the tallest and densest parts
of the Planning Area. Additionally, the Mayor and Council made some adjustments to parking
requirements within the Plan. The latest draft of the Plan calls for the removal of minimum off-
street parking requirements within % mile of the Rockville Metro station and % mile from a bus
rapid transit station. There are also now requirements for property owners in Town Center to
submit a parking plan when seeking entitlements providing a statement of justification and
rationale for providing the amount of parking proposed in any new development. The elected
body is scheduled to consider adoption of the Plan at their January 13 meeting.

January 13, 2025 Mayor and Council Meeting

Introduction and Possible Adoption of an Ordinance to Adopt the Town Center Master Plan as
an Amendment to the 2021 Comprehensive Plan

The Mayor and Council directed staff to move the adoption of the Town Center Master Plan to
January 27 to allow more time for the public to review all modifications to the draft plan, public
comments, and related materials. The staff report including the updated draft plan, public
comments, and related materials can be found at the attached link.
https://www.rockvillemd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/ 01272025-7389.



https://www.rockvillemd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_01272025-7389

Engage Rockville — Special Presentation

The Mayor and Council received a presentation on the Engage Rockville initiative. It is based on
best practice tools provided by the International Association for Public Participation (Rockville is
a member) to establish a framework for communications and community engagement that will
guide departments and the Mayor and Council in their goals to increase public interaction and
engagement. This framework ensures consistent messaging and makes two-way
communication with the public more accessible, transparent, and inclusive. The Department of
Communications and Community Engagement is being created to provide additional resources
and build the capacity to operationalize the Engage Rockville framework city-wide. The Mayor
and Council provided positive feedback and expressed support for this initiative.

2024 Community Survey Results Special Presentation

The Mayor and Council received a special presentation from Polco/National Research Center
(consultant) on the results of the 2024 Community survey. Rockville’s results were
benchmarked against 500 communities across the nation. Rockville received higher or similar
ratings to other communities in all program and service areas. Residents continue to be
satisfied with the overall quality of life in Rockville, Rockville as a place to live, the community,
and City programs and services. The report of results and the consultant’s presentation can be
found at the attached link.

https://www.rockvillemd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/ 01132025-7370

Upcoming Mayor and Council Meeting:
January 27, 2025 Mayor and Council meeting:
e Zoning Ordinance Rewrite — Worksession #1 Comprehensive Rezoning
e Adoption of the Town Center Master Plan
e Adoption of Amendments to the Lincoln Park Neighborhood Conservation Plan

e Adoption of Lincon Park Zoning Text Amendment for Conservation District Zone


https://www.rockvillemd.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_01132025-7370

