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REDI STAFF UPDATES 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
October 24th , 2024 

 
As part of the CEO Report, please find staff updates: 
 
Business Retention, Expansion, Attraction/Placemaking – Richelle Wilson 

• Business Visits/Events 
o REDI attended the Maryland Tech Council’s Bio Innovation Conference, which brought together some 

of the region’s top life sciences professionals, global industry leaders, venture capitalists, and 
innovative startups. This dynamic forum offered a platform to engage decision-makers across the 
sector and showcase how your products or services can shape a healthier future for the region.  
 REDI connected with companies like BioInnovstise, Novavax, Dynavax, University of 

Maryland, Baltimore Office of Research and Development Office of Technology Transfer, 
Glycot Therapeutics, Scheer Scientific, and Vaccitech. 

o REDI participated in the 2024 Clean Energy Summit, hosted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center. 
This event allowed us to assess the green tech industry's growth potential, demonstrate our support, 
and engage with key stakeholders across Maryland and the DC Region who are developing strategies 
in areas such as clean transportation and grid reliability. 

o This month, Mayor Ashton, REDI Board members, The Greater Rockville Chamber, and City staff met 
with Intellian to discuss the future of their operations in Rockville. Intellian, a leading provider of 
satellite communication solutions for commercial vessels, operates its only U.S.-based Advanced 
Development Center (ADC) in Rockville. This center is critical for the company’s research and 
development of phased array antennas and user terminals. With 51 employees already on-site, 
Intellian is actively looking to grow its team, which presents an excellent opportunity for local talent 
and economic growth. We are continuing conversations on how REDI can support its expansion and 
hiring efforts.  

o Two of Rockville’s businesses, Omega 3 Nutrition and Mas Panadas, will be recognized by the 
Regional Manufacturing Institute on November 14th. This event highlights businesses and 
organizations that contribute to the manufacturing industry in the state of Maryland.  
 

• Programmatic  
o Small-Scale Manufacturing Cohort Launch - On October 2nd, REDI’s Small Scale Manufacturing 

Cohort officially launched, bringing together ten product-based businesses across food and beverage, 
beauty, apparel, and home products. Some of these businesses are exploring opportunities for retail 
and manufacturing space. Our focus is on educating them about the resources and programs 
available to support their growth in the city. Participating businesses include: 
 Bell's Reines 
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 Sika House 
 Nature by Trejok 
 Silver Wheel Cellars 
 Diamond Melts Luxury Candles 
 La Magnoliah 
 Flowers in Bloom 
 Boyd Wines 
 Panateca 

o REDI) has been awarded an additional Placemaking Grant from Montgomery County totaling 
$75,000. This funding will support our ongoing placemaking initiatives in the Rock East and 
Twinbrook areas. With this grant, REDI will be able to host another cohort focused on small-scale 
manufacturing, targeting more established businesses in Rockville. 

• Business Openings/Expansions 
o MillaporeSigma celebrated the opening of its new Biosafety Testing facility in Rockville. Maryland. 

The facility will expand its capacity to offer testing from the preclinical to the commercial phase, 
implementing every step of the client’s journey. MilliporeSigma is Merck's North American Life 
Science business. 

o Thermo Fisher hosted an open house to highlight the opening of its new facility in Rock East. 
o Ziza Kabob, a favorite of Governor Wes Moore, will expand and open a new location at Twinbrook 

Quarter.  
o Jesse & Bens, a French fry food manufacturing company, will relocate its manufacturing facility from 

DC to Rock East and occupy Mas Panadas’ old space on South Lawn Lane. 
o Silver Branch Brewing Expansion is preparing to expand into Rockville, taking over the former True 

Respite space on Calhoun Place. They are finalizing lease agreements and expect to announce their 
expansion soon.  

o Okaeri Japanese Cafe & Anime – is open at 1701 Rockville Pike at the Shops at Congressional Village. 
This is the second Okaeri location in the area, following the first in Centreville, Virginia. 
 

Marketing – Amanda Bosland 
• Programs 

o Rockville Rewards 
 The 2024/25 Rockville Rewards program was launched with a new digital card that enables 

consumers to view participating businesses and redeem offers from within the application.  
 As of October 15, 2024, there are 15 participating businesses and 10 benefiting 

organizations. 
 Staff will be engaging volunteers to support the promotion of the Rockville Rewards 

program. 
• Highlights 

o Hispanic Heritage Month Business Spotlights 
 REDI featured four Rockville businesses: MasPanadas, Nature by Trejok, Twin Valley Distillers 

and Downtown Brew’s. 
 MWBC highlighted three clients: A&S Construction, Mariana by Ileana, and Showy 

o MEDA Main Street Conference 
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 MWBC sponsored the inaugural Maryland Main Street Conference, establishing the 
organization as a partner and supporter of developing Maryland’s Main Streets and small 
businesses.  

o GRCC Business and Community Expo 
 REDI promoted and exhibited at the event, meeting with community members and area 

businesses 
o Small Business Month Celebration 

 MWBC exhibited at the event in Baltimore and highlighted MasPanadas and The Laundry 
Basket, LLC as recipients of the Governor’s Citation. 

o King Farm Fall Festival 
 Staff exhibited at the community festival to promote REDI, MWBC, Explore Rockville and 

other programs and resources.  
o Economic Development Week 

 REDI accepted a Citation from the City of Rockville declaring October 21-25, 2024 as 
Economic Development Week  

 REDI held an Economic Development Workshop with City of Rockville Mayor and Council on 
October 21 

o MoCo Eats Food and Beverage Showcase 
 REDI will participate in Visit Montgomery’s organizing committee of the inaugural MoCo Eats 

Food and Beverage Showcase held at the Hilton Rockville on March 30 and 31, 2025.  
 

Small Business Support/MWBC – Danette Nguyen 
• Programmatic 

o MWBC Shop Local 
 The application deadline for the Winter cohort (January – June) has been extended, and 

applications will now be accepted through 10/21. Please share this information with your 
networks to help spread the word. 

 Staff is currently in lease negotiations for the MWBC Shop Local storefront at Bowie Town 
Center and is also exploring a second Howard County location. 

 The team attended the inaugural MEDA Main Street Conference to gain insights into 
revitalizing Maryland's Main Streets. This information will be invaluable for the MWBC Shop 
Local pop-up, a one-month event in May in Frederick County, funded by a $10,000 grant 
from Frederick County’s Economic Development Office.  

o MWBC Childcare 
 Staff is preparing proposals for additional programs in Prince George’s County. 

o Creative Capital Microgrant 
 No new updates. 

• Grants 
o The SBA has award non-compete continuation grants for both MWBC and Bowie. 
o The Association of Women’s Business Centers awarded MWBC a $10,000 grant to support outreach 

and registrations for the Verizon Small Business Digital Ready program. 
• Highlights 

o Managing Director Danette Nguyen will present to the Chicago Cohort of the Recast Leaders 
program on November 19. Facilitated by Ilana Preuss, this training program aims to build a 
stronger, more resilient, and inclusive business community. MWBC’s participation enhances 
Rockville's visibility in national discussions on community development, providing valuable 
insights for local initiatives and fostering connections with other business leaders. 

https://mwbcshoplocal.com/applications-open/

