City of Rockville Report — Rockville Economic Development, Inc.
Board of Directors Meeting
October 24, 2024

September 30, 2024 Mayor and Council Meeting

Adoption of a Resolution to approve Project Plan Application to Amend to the Planned Development for
Champion Billiards to Permit Construction of a 4,400 square foot commercial building at 900 Rockville Pike
in the PD-CB (Planned Development - Champion Billiards) Zone.

The Mayor and Council adopted the resolution, and the Project Plan was approved. The applicant may now
proceed with a Level 2 Site Plan and a Final Record Plat prior to submitting permits for construction.

Discussion and Instructions for amendments to Chapter 10.5 of the City Code, the Forest and Tree
Preservation Ordinance to ensure compliance with MD Senate Bill 526, in addition to minor revisions, as
proposed by staff.

On September 30th, 2024, the Mayor and Council held discussion and instruction on the proposed
amendments to Chapter 10.5 of the City Code, the Forest and Tree Preservation Ordinance. Staff provided
recommendations on feedback received in association with the public hearing, as outlined in the staff report,
found on the agenda center (Agenda Center). The Mayor and Council discussed the feedback received and
provided staff direction on several items including, but not limited to the following:

e Establishing a minimum native tree species requirement

e Explicitly listing minimum requirements for "Code Administrator"

e Providing options for a partial exemption for Cemeteries from requirements of Chapter 10.5

e Creating and maintaining a code required non-native invasive species list, in addition to a list of non-
native species that may not be planted to meet the requirements of Chapter 10.5

Staff will draft revisions to Chapter 10.5 in accordance with the instructions from the Mayor and Council. Staff
will transmit the drafted ordinance to the State for review, to ensure compliance with State law. Following
review by the State, staff will return to the Mayor and Council for possible adoption.

Adoption of an Ordinance to grant Sectional Map Amendment Application to designate 4 Courthouse Square
within the Courthouse Square Historic District by rezoning the property from MXTD to MXTD-HD (Historic
District).

The Mayor and Council adopted the ordinance to grant Sectional Map Amendment Application MAP2024-
00125 to designate and add 4 Courthouse Square to the Courthouse Square Historic District by rezoning the
property from MXTD to MXTD-HD (Historic District).

Work Session on FAST 2 improvements to the Development Review and Permitting process.

The City has been working on changes to the development review and permitting processes for several years.
In October 2018, the Mayor and Council endorsed a project entitled FAST (Faster, Accountable, Smarter, and
Transparent — Improvements to Permitting and Development Review Processes). This name reflects expected
results among staff and stakeholders. Most of the items covered in the initial FAST project are either
completed or nearing completion. A staff team received feedback from customers, REDI and the Chamber of
Commerce and combined with their own observations and recommendations to provide a new list of action
items to meet Mayor and Council objectives of Economic Development, Housing, and Effective and
Efficient Service Delivery. Proposed new action items include changes to development processes
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through the zoning ordinance rewrite, updates to processes in Chapter 21 (the road code), and
improvements to the building permit review process, among others. Staff presented these concepts
to the Mayor and Council and received their feedback. Next steps will be to further develop these
potential changes, incorporating this feedback.

October 7, 2024 Mayor and Council Meeting
Proclamation Declaring October 21-25, 2024, as Economic Development Week in Maryland

The Mayor and Council issued the proclamation that was presented to the REDI Board Chair, REDI
Executive Director, and other board and staff leaders. Declaring October 21-25, 2024 as economic
development week in Maryland, emphasizes the importance of economic development for the State
of Maryland. The week is designed to increase understanding of economic development’s
contribution to the state’s business climate, job retention and growth, the tax base, and the overall
quality of life in Maryland.

2025 State Legislative Priorities and Legislative Bond Initiative Worksession

The Mayor and Council discussed their State legislative priority program for the upcoming Maryland General
Assembly Session that begins on January 8 and ends on April 7, 2025. They approved several priorities and
legislative bond initiative projects, including advocating for:

e Legislation supporting City’s Vision Zero and Pedestrian Master Plan Efforts.

e State funding for school construction projects and operations to support youth from birth through
community college, including childcare.

e  Youth and At Risk Youth Programming.

e Increased funding for senior programming, including transportation services, recreation and wellness
programs, and aging in place.

e Legislation that would expand access for low-and-moderate income homeowners to the State’s
Property Tax Credit.

e Legislation supporting Rockville’s Climate Action Goas of reducing greenhouse gases, prioritizing
equity, and building resilience.

e Alegislative bond initiative request in the amount of $500,000 for the renovation of the Elwood Smith
Community Center including additional space for community activities and Americans with Disabilities
Act improvements.

e Alegislative bond initiative request in the amount of $500,000 to provide the design and construction
of the Talbot Street Park that would service nearby multifamily complexes.

A resolution including the priorities is scheduled for adoption (Consent item) at the October 21 meeting.

For more details, the staff report will be available at the attached link below by the close of business on October
18. (Agenda Center)

Upcoming Mayor and Council Meeting:

October 21, 2024

e Joint Meeting of the Mayor and Council and Rockville Economic Development, Inc. Board of Directors.

e Housing Strategies Worksession: Subsidy
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